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Thomas Kane 

   I would like to thank you for giving me the 
honor and opportunity of being your Flotilla 
Commander for 2009. I hope to chart a course 
forward with the assistance of the Vice Flotilla 
Commander, Cathey Sterling, and an excellent 
cadre of able bodied Flotilla Staff Officers, who 
will be introduced below.  
   We are very fortunate to have a Chain of 
Leadership that is almost entirely made up of Past 
Whittier Flotilla Commanders. These leaders, who 
have stayed active in our flotilla, are what will 

ensure that the Auxiliary and the Whittier Flotilla 
are always moving forward. The members of the 
Whittier Flotilla are the reason that the flotilla will 
always be great. That makes my job easy. 2009 
looks like a busy year with many new things on 
the horizon. Some of those new things will be: 
1) The Anchors Aweigh Boat show will be at the 
new Dena’ina Civic Center with new hours of 
operation and Auxiliary Seminars. 
2) The District Conference will be here in 
Anchorage this February. 
3) A new public education course will be taught 
called “The Weekend Navigator”, Navigating with 
GPS. 
4) A new C-School course being taught in 
Anchorage called AUXSC&E (Search 
Coordination and Execution). This C-School is a 
Train The Trainer course.  The AUXSC& E TTT 
course in Anchorage will be the last course the 
National SAR School will be administering. From 
then on, our members will train our members.  
AUXSC&E will replace AUXSAR and is required 
course for the AUXOP device. 
5) A new SAFEBoat will go into operation this 
summer. Crew and Coxswain will have to  
re- certify on this vessel. 

Whittier Flotilla 170-02-04 District 17 Alaska       Whittier Soundings   January 2009 
 

1



I will strive to make all of these events successful 
while continuing to strengthen and improve our 
core goals which include: 
1) Expanding and strengthening our bond with 
Sector Anchorage. 
2) Keeping our Operations program strong and 
revitalizing our OPFAC program. 
3) Expanding the Whittier AUX SARDET (Search 
and Rescue Detachment). At this time it includes 
SAFEBoats 255069 and 276612 and the Caboose. 
4)  Recruiting new members while trying to 
engage all members in some aspect of their 
organization. 
5) Pushing the RBS (Recreational Boating Safety) 
message to the community with renewed effort. 
   Enough about me, let’s meet the backbone of a 
great flotilla……The Staff Officers.  

Meet Your 
Flotilla Staff Officers 

 
 

FSO-AN 

 
Paula V. Krebs 

Flotilla Staff Officer for Aids to Navigation 
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     I have been a member of the Whittier Flotilla 
since 1991. I had been boating for 6 years and 
realized what a positive action the US Coast 
Guard Auxiliary provided in Prince William 
Sound. John VanDunin was the flotilla 
commander then and I worked with him at the 
BLM (Bureau of Land Management). After 
months of arm twisting I joined up. John 
immediately appointed me as the FSO for public 
affairs which I continued to do for 6 years. 

   I got started boating the summer of 1985 when I 
was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis (MS) and 
discovered I could no longer throw a 40-50 pound 
pack on my back and hike 20 miles a day. I started 
hiking in Colorado where I was born and raised.  
This was a good skill while doing my field work 
for a PhD in Plant Ecology.  
   I got my PhD in 1972 with a dissertation on 
“The Dendrochronology and Distribution of Pinus 
Aristata in Colorado” (the age and where 
Bristlecone Pine were in Colorado). I had been a 
college professor for 24 years at the University of 
Colorado, the University of Alaska Fairbanks, and 
the University of Alaska Anchorage. 
   Being an ecologist I had to be close to “mother 
nature” and decided that I could handle boating.  
I’d been all over Alaska but not in Prince William 
Sound. I thought that after 3 years I’d sell the boat 
and go on to other fun. Yes, I still am running the 
boat I first bought and wouldn’t change for 
anything. The name of the boat is the “Turquoise 
Lady”. This is a Hopi Indian legend. When you 
see the sun set in the western sky and see the 
turquoise glow on the horizon, this is the 
Turquoise Lady inviting her children, the stars, to 
come out and play. I wanted to come out and play. 
     Over the years I have seen many changes in the 
USCG Auxiliary and in our own flotilla the 
growth is wonderful. I have taught “Your Boat’s 
Radio” chapter in the Boating Skills and 
Seamanship class for the last 12 years. The 
support the membership has to our mission and 
goals is a good pat on the back for everyone. As 
the flotilla staff officer for Aids to Navigation the 
last four years, I have tried to come up with ideas 
to involve as many folks with as little hassle for 
them as possible. This sparked the “Boating 
Hazards Sites” listing with high and low tide 
photos. More recently I started the “Adopt an 
ATON” for our flotilla to monitor and take current 
photos of those ATONS which we all depend on. 
     So get involved in some action of the Whittier 
Flotilla and have a positive feeling about what you 
are doing. 

 

  



FSO-CM 

 
William R. (Bill) Reiter 

   Flotilla Staff Officer - Communications 
I joined the Auxiliary 4 years ago and, during 
crew qualification, revealed that I had been a ham 
radio operator for over 40 years.  That got me the 
FSO – CM position.  
    I see a lot of potential for improving our 
communications skills and capabilities.  I’ve been 
concentrating my efforts to improve the caboose.  
My ultimate goal is to have the capabilities in the 
caboose to be an incident command center, or at 
least an advisor to Valdez and Sector.  A sub goal 
is to at least be able to receive the traffic from the 
CG high sites so we can keep the guard for our 
Operational Facilities and be additional ears to CG 
Valdez. 

FSO-CS 

 
Katie Parmelee 

   The FSO-CS is the web-mistress and record 
keeper for the Flotilla.  Katie Nitzberg Parmelee 
began using computers in the early 1960's for her 
4th grade math class. Since then computers and 
Katie have matured.   
   As the new Communication Service Staff 
Officer, Katie is learning about web pages and 

helping to keep you informed.  Watch our flotilla 
website for important dates, forms, procedures and 
helpful links. 

FSO-FN 

 
Terry Stoddard  

   Flotilla Staff Officer – Finance, FSO-FN, is the 
flotillas bookkeeper for all financial matters. The 
FSO-FN collects annual membership dues, Public 
Education class book sales, maintains the flotilla’s 
checking account and pays the Division, District 
and National member dues. The FSO-FN 
promptly pays all bills for the flotilla and all other 
obligations incurred by the flotilla. The staff 
officer is responsible for preparing an annual 
budget and submitting monthly financial 
statements.  
   I have been in the Whittier Flotilla since May 
2000 and have been our financial officer for the 
past 5 years.  The name of our boat is “Fresh Aire” 
and she is moored in slip L-4 of Cliffside Marina, 
Whittier. 

FSO-IS 

 
Bob Harvey 

The Flotilla’s Staff Officer for Information 
Services (FSO-IS) is responsible for making sure 
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that members get credit for all of the hours they 
devote to Auxiliary activities.  
   This is done by, first, the member reporting their 
time to me and, second, by my entering that time 
in the Auxiliary’s computerized database (called 
AUXDATA). This system not only keeps track of 
a Member’s time but also his/her Certifications 
and Training. The Members can, at any time, 
check their record in the AUXINFO system.  
On the personal side, I joined the Auxiliary in 
1999 and was initially involved in the AIM 
program (identifying and supporting students 
interested in attending the CG Academy). I was 
appointed FSO- Public Education my second year 
and served as Flotilla Commander in 2002. I have 
been doing the FSO-IS job since 2003.  
  My wife, Nancy, and I enjoy boating and doing 
Safety Patrols out of Whittier on our 26’ Nordic 
Tug – Balaena. We enjoy working with Members 
who want to develop their boating skills and 
knowledge through the many education and 
training opportunities their Auxiliary member ship 
makes available.  
 

FSO-MA 

 
Kevin Combs 

   As FSO-MA my duties are to procure materials 
including such as forms and publications for 
distribution to the flotilla officers and members.  
Boat Shows and other major public outreach 
programs require significant pre-planning and 
coordination.  I will advise members of any 
changes to updates of all publications and forms 
and to take orders during the flotilla meetings.  

   Additionally, I will maintain liaison with the 
District Materials Staff Officer.  I have been with 
the Auxiliary since early 2004, and this is my first 
Officer position.  I work for FedEx full time, and 
I’m a member of the Alaska Air National Guard 
part time.  Past deployments have ordered me to 
desert places far from the water.  That always 
makes coming home to Alaska even more special. 
   I look forward to serving our members’ supply 
needs.    

FSO-MS 

 
John Whitney 

   John Whitney is the Flotilla Staff Officer for 
Marine Safety and Environmental Protection 
(FSO-MS&EP), which somewhat capitalizes on 
what he does professionally in the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) as 24/7 scientific support coordinator to 
the U.S. Coast Guard for all Alaska's 40,000 miles 
of offshore coastal waters. Good ideas, educated 
awareness, and creative grassroots efforts among 
Auxiliary members are always welcome. 
Examples include our current notebook seeking 
safer and more knowledgeable interaction between 
kayakers and motor boaters which we make 
available to all U.S. Coast Guard Patrols, entitled 
"Prince William Sound Kayak Assistance 
Guidelines." Similarly, available to individual 
boaters are tri-fold handouts, entitled "Safe 
Operations of Sea Kayaks and Power Vessels in 
PWS." We also help members and general public 
to stay informed, and help expand interests by 
maintaining the largest collection of PWS-related 
literature, in our library commemorated to Jack 
Jesse and located in Whittier Station, aka the 
converted railroad caboose. FSO-John's motto: 
"There are no passengers on planet earth, only 
crewmembers." 
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FSO-MT 

 
Rae De Ley 

Hi folks. My name is Rae De Ley. I am the 
Flotilla Staff Officer for Member Training. You 
might have seen me at the meetings or at various 
training sessions. 
   As my title implies I am the Officer who is 
responsible for the Training of Members. If there 
is some thing you would like to learn then I am the 
person to speak to. I can set up a class, get you a 
manual, or find another member to help you with 
your training. As well as individual requests for 
training, I also try to survey the members once 
year to find out what sorts of training they are 
interested in.   
   I am also responsible for Boat Crew, Instructor, 
Team Coordination, and Operations workshops. If 
you are interested in the Boat Crew program and 
have yet to get started or if you want to have some 
one help you with your sign offs, let me know. I 
can get you the manuals, help you with your sign- 
offs for Crew, or set you up with someone to 
mentor you toward becoming a Coxswain.   
   Like the Flotilla Commander, I can order exams 
from Juneau. I find some members like to study on 
their own for Auxiliary Operations classes such as 
Communications (COM), Patrols (PAT), 
Seamanship (SEA), or Weather (WEA). When 
they are about ready to test they let me know. We 
set a date and a location, and I order the exam 
from Juneau. Last winter I had some one who 
really liked independent study. They studied and 
tested for SEA, PAT, and WEA. Generally 
speaking it takes about two weeks to order and 

receive an exam from Juneau. After the exams are 
returned to Juneau it takes about another two 
weeks to receive results. I know the members like 
quick results, but the proctor does not grade the 
exam. 
   At the moment I have a few manuals in stock. If 
any one would like to study a class on their own, 
let me know. I will get you the proper manual. Or 
you can order it yourself from the FSO-Materials.      
   If you have questions, talk to me at a meeting, 
drop me an email or call me at home. 
 

FSO-OP 

 
Russ Lyday 

   As the operations officer, I have to put together 
an Operational Facility (OPFAC) schedule for the 
22 weeks of summer. This involves getting 
OPFAC coxswains to commit to weekends months 
in advance for when they can be available for 
surface patrols in their boats while under orders 
from the Coast Guard. During the summer the 
FSO -OPS has to tweak the schedule so that 5 
boats are on patrol every weekend, providing 
coverage for all the subareas in the Area of 
Responsibility (AOR).  
   The FSO-OPS also has to plan for special 
weekends called SAREX (search and rescue 
exercises). Events for the SAREX include search 
patterns, towing and man overboard training and 
fellowship after the event. Other weekends are 
Training Weekends where check rides for 
currencies and Qualifying Exams for new 
certifications are done by QE’s. These events 
require large group participation with many boats 
and many committed people, so a good amount of 
time goes into planning these events.  
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   I also keep track of the progress of people in the 
boat crew training process and facilitate that 
training as required. I make reports at the monthly 
meetings about the status of the operational 
programs and any upcoming events.  
   I have been in the Auxiliary for 6 years.  I have 
served as FSO-VE, am an instructor, coxswain 
and I am a past Flotilla Commander. Kathy and I 
have been married 40 years.  We moved with our 
3 children to Alaska from Texas in 1985. 
 

FSO-PA 

 
Sylvia Condy 

The first Public Affairs Officer duty is to support 
the Flotilla Education Programs, by getting 
the class information (dates, times, cost, location 
and subject) to newspapers, magazines, radio, TV, 
and posters on local bulletin boards and to 
flotilla members for distribution. 
    The second PAO duty is to disseminate Vessel 
Safety Exam information to the public.  This 
is accomplished by placing posters at boat shows, 
local marinas, and marine supply retail stores.  
Information concerning times and locations of 
Vessel Safety Exams are also sent to newspapers, 
magazines, radio and TV and flotilla members for 
distribution. 
    And finally, the PAO assists in setting up 
booths and displays for boat shows, airshows and 
at local marinas.  These displays and the flotilla 
members than man these booths main objective, is 
to promote boating safety and show the Coast 
Guard Auxiliary to the public in a 
professional, friendly and informative manner. 
    Linda Shogren DSO-PA creates the posters, 
flyers, handouts and boat show signage for the 

entire district.  I must add, that Linda's creations 
are more than professional! 
     This is my first year as FSO-PA and is a 
learning experience on all fronts (especially 
computers).  Fortunately I have gifted mentors to 
steer me in the right direction.  Any feedback is 
welcome.  Message phone is 333-5333 

 

FSO-PB 

 
Cathey Sterling 

 The FSO-PB is the publisher of the flotilla 
newsletter.  
   As FSO-PB it is my goal to provide you an 
informative and interesting newsletter. It is my 
hope that all members of the flotilla will provide 
photos and basic information, or an article about 
the many events and programs in which our 
flotilla participates. The newsletter is a great way 
to tell not only the basic information of time and 
missions that shows in AUXDATA, it is a chance 
to tell the story behind the statistics. We have 
many programs in which the story is often not 
told. Your participation and suggestions make our 
newsletter. 
   I joined the auxiliary August 2000. I became 
crew then coxswain qualified on the SAFEBoat, 
PWC Operator qualified, and hold the positions of 
Vice Flotilla Commander, State Liaison and 
Admin Assistant to the District Commodore. I was 
appointed flotilla publications officer June 2003.  
    Thank you to all for your continued support and 
I look forward to your contributions to the 
newsletter in the coming year.  
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FSO-PE 

 
Larry Cutting 

   The Public Education Officer is responsible for 
scheduling the classes and all that entails. The 
advertising for the class, scheduling a meeting 
place, scheduling instructors, and ordering the 
materials needed for the class are some of the 
various duties.   
    The Public Education goal is to provide boating 
safety education to Alaska boaters with the aim of 
reducing loss of life, personal injury, and property 
damage to recreational boaters.  
   With the coordinated support of the staff officers 
and the instructors we are able to meet these goals. 

 
 

FSO-PS 

 
Sue Whitney 

   Sue Whitney is Flotilla Staff Officer for 
Personnel Services (FSO-PS). She functions as 

chief paper pusher/organizer between flotilla 
applicants/members and DIRAUX. She also leads 
and coordinates member efforts in recruitment and 
retention. Much initial exposure and recruitment 
occurs though public education, vessel safety 
checks, or personal member outreach. Sue is the 
go-to person for continuing the process or moving 
ahead with formal paperwork. As always, it's the 
outreach and personal contributions by all 
members that are important in effective ongoing 
member training, continued motivation, and 
successful retention of current members. Many 
thanks go to those who willingly lend a hand and 
become mentors in whatever way possible. 

FSO-PV 

 
Ross Blaker 

   The Recreational Boating Safety Visitation 
Program, more commonly  known as the Marine 
Dealers Visitors, is an important link between the  
Auxiliary, and the boating public through our 
Partners, the Marine Dealers.  Our Partners help in 
getting the information to the general boating 
public about the Auxiliary and the many 
educational services offered along with Vessel 
Safety Exams, the Federal Boating requirements, 
and providing the boating public with a better  
understanding of the responsibilities of a boater. 
   My goals are to make at least quarterly visits to 
the various businesses involved with the boating 
public.  During the busy boating season the visits 
are more frequent. 
   My wife Cheryl along with our two children, 
Whitney and Tory boat out of Whittier in the 33 
foot Bayliner the WhiTor. 
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FSO-SR 

 
Rick Sparenga 

   Fifteen months ago I moved from Gilbert, 
Arizona to Anchorage, Alaska and enjoying every 
day of it.  
   In December I volunteered for the FSO-SR 
position. This is a new experience for me and I’m 
looking forward to meeting and learning 
everyone’s names.  
   My goal this first year is to try and do as good as 
Sylvia did as FSO-SR. 
 

FSO-VE 

 
Robert Renke 

   I would like to take this opportunity to introduce 
myself as the new Flotilla Staff officer for Vessel 
Examinations (FSO-VE).   I have been with the 
USCG Aux since 2004 and a Vessel Examiner 
since 2005.  Prior to joining the USCG Aux I was 
a private boater who was attracted to the 
organization by the publicity and reputation for 
community and boater safety.  
   As the FSO-VE I am responsible for the 
promotion of boater safety.  I feel the best way to 

achieve this is through sharing of information and 
hands on contact with the boating community and 
their associates.   
   In order to achieve the maximum potential as the 
FSO-VE it requires the help and dedication of the 
entire organization from the Current Vessel 
Examiners to those who may be interested in 
becoming a Vessel Examiner down to the people 
we all come in contact within the boating 
community.  Remember an informed individual 
can also share their knowledge with others making 
it a safer environment for all. 
      If you are interested in becoming a vessel 
examiner please contact myself, or FSO-MT Rae 
De Ley. We will be happy to get you involved in 
the program. 

 
Fellowship 

 
Deanna Barbarick 

   Fellowship is one of the four cornerstones of the 
Coast Guard Auxiliary organization. Deanna 
Barbarick is the Flotilla chairperson for this role.     
   Although fellowship is not a technical or 
operational aspect of the Auxiliary, it is extremely 
important because it ties us all together in our 
efforts to provide public services and save lives.   
   2009 will be Deanna's tenth year to serve as the 
Fellowship Cornerstone Chairperson. 
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Shrinking Alaska 
 

 

By DCO Marie Scholle 
 

   During my meeting with Admiral Brooks, we 
talked about working leaner and smarter given the 
economic climate of the times. I told him that for 
2009, the Auxiliary was going to “shrink Alaska” 
to a manageable size.  The Admiral was perplexed 
indeed when I said this, but he was anxious to hear 
more.  How do you shrink a state this size?   
   At Whittier’s change of watch in December, 
D17 Auxiliary became the first District to swear-
in their elected officers using the communication 
program Skype.  As I sat in my home, 360 miles 
from Anchorage, I gave the oath of office to the 
new Flotilla Commander as members looked on.  
The video was clear and the voice from both ends 
was crisp.  Although I was so far away, I was right 
there in Anchorage among Whittier members. 
   At the Winter Conference in February, it is 
expected that all Flotilla laptops will be loaded 
with Skype and a training course will be offered to 
show members how to use this program.  
DIRAUX has purchased headsets for all the  
flotilla laptops.   
   It is my plan to have monthly or quarterly 
meetings with Division Commanders and Flotilla 
Commanders to work on issues affecting their 
flotillas and the District.  This will not supersede 
the face to face Division Meeting which is held 
twice a year.  The plan is to bring the flotillas 
together to work on common issues or to just keep 
in touch.  And the price is right…It is FREE!!! 
   As in other organizations, trimmed down 
budgets are expected.  So to, budget cuts in the 
Auxiliary.  Our budget is a little leaner than last 
year, but that will not stop us from getting the job 
done.  We just have to do things somewhat 
smarter.  That is what D17 is known 
for…Innovation. 
  Thanks Whittier for becoming the first Flotilla to 
put SKYPE to work for D17.  It was an honor and 
privilege to be a part of this event.   
   You answered the question: 

Why Not? 
 

 

  Anchor’s Aweigh Boat Show 
 

By Tom Kane, FC 
 

   It is that time of year again, the boat show will 
be going on and people will be thinking about the 
summer ahead. Who knows how the country’s 
financial situation will impact sales at the boat 
show? What we do know is that there will be an 
Anchors Aweigh Boat Show and the Auxiliary 
will have a booth at the show. The show will run 
from Jan. 31st through Feb. 8th. Another thing we 
know is that the boat show will not be at 
Northway Mall this year but will be at the new 
Dena’ina Convention and Civic Center downtown. 
This change in location is accompanied by a new 
set of rules for the booths. All booths must be 
staffed continuously from open to closing of the 
show each day. This will require us to staff the 
booth at all times the exhibit is open. Also, the 
organizer has agreed to give us the space for next 
to nothing if we provide four one hour boating 
safety seminars during the show, one on each day 
of the two weekends. 
   For those of you who may not have had the 
opportunity to staff the booth before I would 
encourage you to give it a try for a couple of 
hours, it is very satisfying. You will meet people, 
your neighbors, who are looking for information 
about your favorite activity, boating.  
You will have the chance to tell them about the 
classes we teach and the vessel exams we offer 
free of charge, and inform them about life jackets. 
Your friendliness and informative conversation 
may inspire them to ask about joining the 
auxiliary. Even at this stage of their boating 
experience you may be saving a life sometime in 
the future because of what you provide them in 
this short encounter. So you will be promoting 
Recreational Boating Safety by; encouraging 
boaters to wear life jackets, to obtain a vessel 
safety check, to take an American Boating Course, 
and to not boat under the influence. We will also 
promote Americas Waterway Watch. 
   We plan to setup the booth on Saturday, Jan. 30.  
Uniform for the exhibit is Tropical Blue. You are 
encouraged to wear a life jacket to promote the 
wearing of life jackets and to show new styles. If 
you do not have a uniform, CG Auxiliary Vest is 
appropriate and Aux Polo Shirts and slacks if you 
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do not have the vest. We will appreciate the help 
of all Whittier Members and Members from the 
other flotillas in order to meet the new staffing 
requirements. 
The hours of operation for the show and our booth 
are: Sat. 10AM-9PM 

Sun 12PM-6PM 
Mon-Thu 11AM-8PM 
Fri 10AM-8PM 

Please call Tom Kane 441-8182 for info.  
 
 

 
 
 
Published: January 14th, 2009 11:01 PM 
Last Modified: January 14th, 2009 11:00 PM 
 
The U.S. Coast Guard will only monitor 
distress signals broadcast using digital 406 
MHz "EPIRBS" Emergency Position 
indicating radio beacons starting Feb. 1, 2009 
the agency announced Wednesday.   
 
Because of the pending change, Digital 406 
MHz models became the only ones approved 
for use in both Commercial and Recreational 
Watercraft worldwide on Jan. 1, 2007, the 
Coast Guard said. 
 
Satellite processing from all 121.5 or 243 MHz 
locators will be discontinued " DO Not Use 
Them" 
 
The Coast Guard says 406 MHz models are the 
most reliable option. 
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Membership Anniversaries 

 

January Anniversaries 
 

Larry Cutting JOINED 29 JAN 96 
Skip Widtfeldt JOINED 21 JAN 98 
Bob Harvey  JOINED 22 JAN 99 
Thomas Love  JOINED 30 JAN 02 
Lauren Warner  JOINED 30 JAN 02 

Thank you for your dedication to the Auxiliary 
and the Whittier Flotilla.   

 
Public Education 

 
 

   The new Weekend Navigator course starts in 
February. The course will meet 6:00 pm to 9:00 
pm every Tuesday February 10 through April 7 at 
the BP Energy Center.  
 
 
 

 
http://a1700204.uscgaux.info

http://a170.uscgaux.info
FSO-PB Cathey Sterling 

P.O. Box 210643 Anchorage, AK 99521 
907-529-7353   alaskaaux@gci.net
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